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SUBJECT: THE GROWING OF OPIUM IN TURKEY 

FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, DATED 
MARCH 19, 1974: 

BEGIN QUOTE THE GROWING OF OPIUM IN TURKEY. THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE (MR. ROSE). UNDER A PREVIOUS ORDER OF THE 
HOUSE, THE GENTLEMAN EROM NEW YORK (MR. RANGEL) IS 
RECOGNIZED FOR 10 MINUTES. 

(MR. RANGEL ASKED AND WAS GIVEN PERMISSION TO REVISE AND 
EXTEND HIS REMARKS.) 

MR. RANGEL. MR. SPEAKER, MOST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
HOUSE ARE AWARE THAT NOT TOO MANY YEARS AGO THE STREETS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 058008 

OF NEW YORK AND THE MAJOR CITIES THROUGHOUT THIS COUNTRY 
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WERE PLAGUED WITH THE HIGHEST QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF 
HEROIN THIS COUNTRY HAD EVER SEEN. THROUGH THE OFFICE OF 
THE THEN BUREAU OF NARCOTICS AND DANGEROUS DRUGS WE WERE 
ABLE TO DETERMINE THAT APPROXIMATELY 80 PERCENT OE THIS 
DRUG WAS THEN BEING GROWN IN TURKEY AND PROCESSED IN 
FRANCE. AFTER MANY MONTHS OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF TURKEY AN AGREEMENT WAS FINALLY REACHED BETWEEN 
OUR GOVERNMENT AND THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT WHEREBY TURKEY 
WOULD BAN THE PRODUCTION OF OPIUM. THIS CONGRESS THEN 

AWARDED 35.7 MILLION DOLS. TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT THE TRANS- 
ITION OF GIVING UP THE GROWING OF THIS CROP BY THE 
TURKISH FARMERS WOULD BE MADE EASY, AND WE WOULD PROVIDE 
NOT ONLY ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, BUT THE TECHNICAL ASSIST- 
ANCE NECESSARY FOR THOSE FARMERS TO BECOME ENGAGED IN 
A SUBSTITUTE CROP. 

RECENTLY IT WAS AIRED IN OUR NEW YORK PAPERS, AS WELL AS 
PAPERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, THAT THE TURKISH GOVERN- 
MENT HAD DECIDED THAT THEY WOULD NO LONGER BE BOUND 
BY THAT AGREEMENT, AND INDEED WOULD RESUME THE GROWING 
OF POPPIES. 

THE GENTLEMAN FROM NEW YORK, CONGRESSMAN LESTER WOLFF AND 
MYSELF, THEN TOOK OFF FOR TURKEY ON WEDNESDAY OF LAST 
WEEK IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE FACTS AS TO WHETHER 
OR NOT THE GOVERNMENT WAS ACTUALLY GOING TO BREACH WHAT 
WE CONSIDER TO BE A BINDING EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THOSE TWO GOVERNMENTS. WE WERE MET WITH A GREAT DE- 
GREE OF HOSTILITY BECAUSE IT WAS THOUGHT THAT THIS 
GOVERNMENT HAD PLACED THIS BAN ON THE PEOPLE OF TURKEY 
WITHOUT ANY DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY FOR THE PLIGHT OF THE 
TURKISH FARMERS. 

TODAY I WILL BE SHARING THIS SPECIAL ORDER NOT ONLY WITH 
OTHER COLLEAGUES BUT WITH MY COLLEAGUE, THE GENTLEMAN 
FROM NEW YORK (MR. WOLFF), AS WE TRY TO STATE FOR THE 
RECORD THE PERILOUS POSSIBLE CONFRONTATION THAT THESE 
FRIENDLY NATIONS MAY HAVE. THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS 
THAT THE AGREEMENT TO IMPOSE THE POPPY BAN WAS ENTERED 
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INTO BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENT AND A MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
OF TURKEY. WHILE THERE IS NO QUESTION WITH THE PRESENTLY 
ELECTED GOVERNMENT THAT AGREEMENT IS BINDING, THERE IS 
SOME QUESTION AS TO THE EQUITY AND THE FAIRNESS OF THE 
AGREEMENT BECAUSE OUT OF THE 35.7 MILLION DOLS. WE 
STILL ARE HOLDING 20 MILLION DOLS. IN ESCROW. ALSO, 

SEVERAL MONTHS WHEN THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS IN TURKEY 
WERE IN FULL SWING, ALL OF THE SEVEN POLITICAL PARTIES 
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PROMISED THE TURKISH PEOPLE AND, MORE SPECIFICALLY, THE 
TURKISH EARMERS, THAT THEY WOULD REMOVE THE BAN ON THE 
GROWING OE POPPIES. 

SO NOW WE EIND THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT FACED WITH THE 
COMMITMENT THAT THEY MADE TO THEIR PEOPLE, AND AT THE 
SAME TIME RECOGNIZING THAT IN THE LONG END OE A NEGOTIA- 
TING TUNNEL THE ONLY TOOLS THAT WE HAVE IN THE U.S. 
CONGRESS ARE TO ENFORCE THE AMENDMENT THAT WAS MADE TO 

THE EOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT. IT STATED THAT WHEN THE 
PRESIDENT OE THE UNITED STATES EINDS THAT ANY NATION IS 
NOT COOPERATING WITH OUR EFEORTS TO CURTAIL THE INTER- 
NATIONAL FLOW OE DRUGS, HE IS MANDATED TO CUT OEE BOTH 
EOREIGN AND MILITARY AID TO THAT COUNTRY. 

MR. SPEAKER, THE GENTLEMAN EROM NEW YORK AND I EOUND OUT 
THAT THE POPPY IS NOT CONSIDERED TO BE A POISON BY THE 
PEOPLE OF TURKEY BECAUSE THE IDEA OE ITS MISUSE IS EOREIGN 
TO THEIR CONCEPT BECAUSE FOR CENTURIES THEY HAVE USED 
THAT PLANT AS A STAPLE, THEY HAVE USED IT EOR OIL, EOR 
ELOW, INDEED, EOR SEASONING. 

THE AGREEMENT DID NOT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE EACT 
THAT WHILE THE MILITARY TURKISH GOVERNMENT WAS ALWAYS 
CONCERNED WITH THE ILLEGAL GROWING OE POPPIES, THAT IT 
WAS CONSIDERED NOT TO BE IMMORAL EOR THE EARMERS, IN 
ADDITION TO THE POPPY CROP THAT THEY HAD GROWN EOR THE 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT, TO BE ABLE TO HAVE ALSO ADDITIONAL 
POPPIES THAT THEY WOULD SELL RIGHT IN THEIR LOCAL COM- 
MUNITY. 

WE NOW EIND OURSELVES WITHOUT HAVING REALLY DONE ANY- 
UNCLASSIEIED 

UNCLASSIEIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 058008 

THING TO CHANGE OR TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OE LIFE EOR 
THE TURKISH OPIUM FARMERS. 

WE DO FIND TURKEY ITSELE INDICATING THAT AT SOME EUTURE 
DATE THEY MAY CONSIDER RESUMING IN WHOLE OR IN PART THE 
OPIUM CROP. WE BELIEVE THAT, IN ORDER FOR THE PEOPLE 
THAT ARE GOING TO BE ADVERSELY AEFECTED BY THIS DECISION 
SINCE THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THE FRENCH CONNECTION 
WILL BE BROKEN IN ANY WAY, IE THEY START TO RESUME THE 
POPPY GROWING. WHAT IS NECESSARY AT THIS TIME IS THAT 
THE NATION AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH ITS STATE DEPARTMENT PLACE THIS ON THE HIGHEST 
EOREIGN AEEAIRS PRIORITY TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT WE AVOID 
THE COLLISION THAT THESE TWO ERIENDLY NATIONS WOULD HAVE. 
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IT IS NOW APPARENT THAT THERE WILL NOT BE A SPRING 
PLANTING, BUT BECAUSE OF COMMITMENT MADE BY THE TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT TO ITS FARMERS, IT IS CLEAR THAT PLANS ARE 
UNDERWAY FOR THE RESUMPTION OP PULL SCALE PRODUCTION BY 
THE PALL AND CERTAINLY NEXT SPRING. IT MAY BE THAT BE- 
CAUSE OF WHAT IS NOW CONSIDERED TO BE A TOP TURKISH 
PRIORITY IN THEIR DOMESTIC EPFORTS TO SHOW THEIR INDEPEND- 
ENCE OP ALL NATIONS, INCLUDING THIS ONE, OUR ONLY TOOL 
WILL BE THE SEVERE TOOL TO CUT THE MILITARY AND ECONOMIC 
TIES THAT THESE TWO NATIONS HAVE ENJOYED POR MANY DECADES. 

(TABLES I THRU 3 ARE OMITTED). 

MR. SPEAKER, I NOW SHOULD LIKE TO YIELD TO MY DIS- 
TINGQUISHED COLLEAGUE, THE GENTLEMAN FROM NEW YORK 
(MR. WOLFE). 

MR. WOLPP. I THANK THE GENTLEMAN FOR YIELDING. 

MR. SPEAKER, I WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONGRAT- 
ULATE THE GENTLEMAN PROM NEW YORK (MR. RANGEL) POR HIS 
EPPORTS ON THIS RE 
EEEEEEEE 
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